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Gentlemen and Freecholders k 
OF TH 52 4. 


County of Dorſet, 5 


Concerning the next Election f = 


bers of Parliamenc iz the ſaid | 
County. ; 
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Opus libertatis eſt vivere, ut owl! ang, quia ſervis non 

vivit ut vult. | 

. Quid eft Libertas? Poteſtas vivendi, ut vel. Qui | 1772tur | 

vivit, ut vult, uiſ qui redta ſequitur. 

Liber ef eftimandus, qui null} turpitudini ſervit. Cic. in 
Par. penult. 

Servitus eſt Obedientia f acti aninti, & abjecti, arbitrio ca. | 

& xg ſuo. Ibid. - 4 

ulla ſervitus W of quam voluntaria, Sen. Ep. 47. 
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GENTLEMEN, ng ole 
Hope there are none of you (at 
leaſt but a few). but are ſenſible 
of the ill State of the Britiſh Nation 
at this time, how tis torn and rent 

into F actions by 1 Set of Men among 
3 3 
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ſus, who pretend to be its beſt Friends, 
| how... that for ſome Years paſt, Notions 
have been inſtillꝰd into the Minds of Peo- - 


ple deſtructive of our Religion and Liber- 


ties; and how the Perſons, who teach 


and preach theſe Do&rines and No- 
| We. have not been! in the leaſt want- 


ng to propagate em with all imaginable 
Zeal and Induſtry. Twill be the Glo- 
ry of this Age and Nation, to make a 
Peace. with our Enemies the implacable 
Enemies of every-thing that's dear hd va- 


luable to us, as Engliſh-men and Chri- 


ſtians ; ſo as to be able to tranſmit to la- 
teſt Polterity the Pleſſings which we now 


— 


'Tis, the Intereſt of our Common Ene- 
mies, to keep up our Diviftons among 
us „ and every dne knows how much 


they have contributed towards it for, a 


Century laſt paſt. We ſee they never re- 
gard Publick Faith any longer than 'tis 
for their own Intereſt to keep it, and 
when the Breach of it will do them any 


| Service, they'll ſtick at nothing to pur- 
|. ſue and acconiplith their long rpm De. 


iges _ 87 an 


10 2 - The 


# 


4 (7) 5 
The Crown of theſe Nations, is, by 
ſeveral very good Laws, ſettled and en- 
tailed upon the moſt Auguſt and II- 
luſtrious Houſe of Hanouer. After Her 
Majeſty's Deceaſe, (whom Heaven continue 
to us a long, long time) tis firſt to devolve 
on the Princeſs Sophia; then after Her 
Deceaſe, on Her Son George Leis the 
preſent Elector, a Prince of great Virtues 
and noble Qualifications, and to his Heirs 
being Proteſtant. 
Tis this Settlement that is our grand $6: 
curity; tis this Succeſlion after the Death! 
of Her Preſent Majeſty, that gives ſo good 
a: Proſpect to theſe Nations; and T hope 
that there will not be wanting a Pro- 
teſtant Heir to ſway the +Engliſh Scep- 
ter, as long as the Sun and Moon en- 
dure. There is no Man that has a Love 
for his Countr and for his Religion, 
but would ſacrihce all he has, rather than 
this Settlement ſhould not take Effect. 
It God does not by His Providence open 
the Eyes of ſome blinded and deluded Peo- 
ple, he may for their Obſtinacy and Per- 
verſneſs, ſuffer all thoſe glorious Schemes, 
which have been form'd for the Good 
of the Nation, to be overthrown and de- 
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:>Bvery one k knows, lw 1the ineceſt of 


an abjured Popiſh Pretender hat been di- 
. promoted by a ſort of Men among 
dus, rp. 2 tells us of his renouncing the 

ors of the Romiſn Religion, and how 


— Facobite Miſſionaries have actual- 


ly brought him off from that Religion, 


in which he was educated, who tell us 


*tis very hard, he ſhould fuffer and loſe 
right for that which he could never 
help; that tis contrary to the Laws of 
Nature, as well as the Laws of Revealed 
Religion : Lis eafy- to ſee through this 
horrid and monſtrous piece of French 
Politicks ; for ſhould he be ever once 


| ſettled among us, tis no difficult matter 


to divine, where our Rights and Privi- 
ledges are going. Popery and Tyranny 
fwallow up all, and his Friends very 
well know, how Ill it ſuits with the Ge- 
nius and Temper of Engliſhawen and Pro- 


teſtants: An amphibious Conftitution/ 


will never laſt long, a Popifh Head and a 
ee Boop: IN an eee fort of an 


Ig Anime * 
. 45 5 1 renn 80 150 5 


Abimab> they are as cs te in bei 
N ature 48 ee and Dane 91 


The Aer Saccellon) i is wha frag 

nt Engliſh-man has neareſt at heart; 
aud therefore all Perſons Who have a no- 

ble Zeal for their Country, and a Vote The: 
for Members of Parliament, ought in a 
particular manner to enquire into theſe 
things: Whether the Perſons who they 
Gen ſhall repreſent them, have a real 
value. for Her Majeſty,” and! conſequently 
for our Legal Conſtitution in Church and 
State; Whether they are true Friends 


to the Hanover Succeſſion; Whether 


they are Men of a religious, ſober Life and 
Converſation; Whether they are Men 


moderate in their Principles, 1 mean fuch | 


as are not for perſecuting their Proteſtant 


HDiſſenting Brethren, but are for bring 


ing them into the boſom of the Church by 
the mild and gentler Methods of Love and 
Charity, who have a value for their Per- 
ſons, tho* they don't fo much approve 
of their Separation; Whetlier they are 
ſuch as are for a Comprehenfion in — 
cleſiaſtical Matters, if they find they ar 
not able to elfe their Return by che 
| laſt 


As — 


—— 
—  — 


CaO). 


laſt mentioned Methods, and zealous for 


making a further Reformation in the Eſta. 


bliſhed Church, by aboliſhing ſome need- _ 


leſs Rites and Ceremonies, which are till 
| retained therein. In ſhort, whether they 
areſuch, who have nothing more at heart 
than the Proteſtant En and the Ly 
Wakes of England. s 


+ Whether : they. are willing to continue 
che Toleration as by Law Eſtabliſhed, 
and that all Proteſtants ſhould have Li⸗ 
berty to ſerve God in their own way ac- 
cording to their Conſciences; for *tis the 
Prerogative of Heaven to ſearch the Hearts 
and Conſciences of Men, and the leaſt 
Force or Reſtraint upon either, is the 
higheſt Violation of the Laws of God, 
— the utmoſt Contempt of his Autho⸗ 


rity that can be: I need not make a ſur- 


ther Entry into theſe Enquiries, but leave 
every Man to think and enlarge on them 
as. he: Saen att, AG il, 4 bragt) 


1 AN. KNEE (Grntlewend.. to 3 


. you to the Perſons, who in my Opinion 
are the ti ueſt Friends to the Nation, but 


0 thoſe, who you know axe be? 25 
. 


(6.117) * i 

fied and able to ſerve you in your trueſt 

Intereſt. ' There are many Gentlemen in 
our Country of conſiderable Eſtates and '- - 
ortunes in the World, who are eve- 
ry way qualified to ſerve you as your 
Repreſentatives; and who every way 
anſwer the Enquiries aforeſaid, Men of 
unblemiſhed Characters and Reputation, 
. who are Lovers of our Conſtitution, not 
any ways tainted with Republican Schemes 

or Antimonarchical Principles, no Athei- 
ſtical Debauchees or Looſe Livers. 


| © Your County (proportionable to its Ex- 
tent) ' ſends as many Members to Parlia- 
ment, as any in England, Twenty good 
Men will do you and the Nation no 
ſmall Service; for methinks the Fate of 
Great Britain and Ireland, nay of all Eu- 
rope, ſeems to depend upon our next Par- 
liament; We ought all to beſeech Hea- 
ven that they may be Men of Moderation 
and Temper, ſuch as ſtudy the Nation's 
beſt Intereſt, and will be indefatigable 

in the Proſecution of irt. | 

That Poverty which is ſo viſible through- 

out the Nation, is what every one will 
for the future endeavor to- prevent; 'tis 


on- 


Cir 
conſpicuous, enough that in many Places 
we are ſcarce able to maintain our own 

Poor, notwithſtanding the many Attempts. 
that have been made for their Relief by 
Parliament and Gifts of particular Perſons, 
in erecting Schools, Hoſpitals, ec. This 
we hope will be taken into the Conſidera- 
tionof our next Parliament; and that ſome - 
proper methods may be thought on for 
ſettling them in our Plantations abroad 
(or better employing them at home) 
where we have need both of Men and 
Women, particularly in Newfoundland, 
 whereto the Trade of Pool, Weymouth, and 
other Places in your County, ſo much 
depends, and which we are in hopes 
of having entirely reſtored to us, at the 
Conclufion of the General Peace; nay, 
which we may ſafely rely on (it Her 
Majeſty's Word may be taken) who hath 
aſſured us, that She had brought the 
King of France to conſent to it; and 
conſequently, we ſhall have greater 9 
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of ſending Men thither, which is dur 
beſt Nurſery for good Seamen. and Mari - 
ners. | 


r eee PETIT 
We have been engaged in a long, bloody 
and expenſive War, tho” very glorious and 

BL ſucceſsful, 


| ." OW 
ſucceſsful, till 'twas thought by ſome ne- 
ceſſary to be put an end to by a Peace, 
which has not been a little while effe- 
cting. It has been thought, Her Britiſh 
Majeſty would have made a Peace ſeparate 
from the reſt of Her Allies ; but as that 
has been endeavor'd to be prevented, by 
getting 2 reaſonable Satisfaction to every 
one concerned in the War; fo I ſhall 
not- believe any fuch thing as yet, for 
I can't think the Negotiations at Utrecht 
would have been ſo very long and tedious, 
had there not been ſuch a Deſign in hand 
I ſhall not give you a particular Ac- 
cotint of the Demands of the Confederates, 
every one knows they are now in no likeh- 
hood of being anſwered, and I can't but fay 
*tis a vile piece of Calumny and Slander - 
ſome Perſons have thrpwn on the late 


Miniſtry, as if their Deſigns were to 


Have continued the War, in order to en- 
rich and aggrandize themſelves and their 
Families, and to have ſet up the Dutch, 
and made them as great as the French 
King now is, or is like to be; I need 
not tell you how many Friends he has 
in this Nation, and how they have en- 
deavor'd to bring his Actions into a good 
ff liking 


„ 
liking amongſt the common People by 
repreſenting them in falſe Lights and 
Colours, Which have been vile and ſcan- 
dalous to the laſt degree. | 
I hope *twill be your Care to pre- 
vent the Spreading and Growth of Pope- 

as much as lies in your Power, which 
is the worſt of Tyrannies. When - once 
we are come to that Paſliveneſs, that Pitch 
of Slavery, as to ſurrender our Souls 
and Conſciences inte the Hands of the 
Prieſts and Jeſuits, thoſe Miſſionaries of 
Hell, our Bodies will ſoon come into 
Subjection to them too, our Civil and 
Religious Rights go together ;; and thoſe 
who have ſo long endeavor'd (but all in 
vain) to rob us of theſe Jewels, will be 
always diligent to compaſs their baſe and 
| barbarous Ends: Let the methods they 

take for it be what they will, Popery 
is a ſpiritual Tyranny, a Burden which we 
nor our Fathers (by Experience) were 
ever able to bear; Popery is of an en- 
croaching Nature, always impatient of 
the leaſt Check or Reſtraint. The ma- 
ny Attempts that have been made to 
introduce it are well known, as well 15 
wired 3 | t 8 
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the Divine Providence that has conſtant- 


ly delivered us. Queen Mary's Reigu 
was nothing elſe but a Struggle with 
Providence; who ſuffered many glorious 


Martyrs to fall as a Prey into their Hands, 


by ſealing the Proteſtant Cauſe with their 
Blood. The Cloud were diſperſed in the 


Reign of Queen Elizabeth for ſome time, 


till they thicken'd again in 1588, when 


the invincible Armado, the greateſt of all 


their Enterprizes, was prepared to ſacrifice 


them all to Popiſh Rage and Fury, and that 
too in the moſt barbarous methods; but God 


was mightier than they, He commanded 
the Winds and Seas,and they fought againſt 
them ; Heaven didnot approve of their Un- 
dertaking. Thelriſh Maſſacre in 1641 is well 


known, and here Hell and Popery combined 
together, in a moſt extraordinary manner, to 
extirpate the Northern Hereſy, as they call 
. our Proteſtant Religion, Had this Attempt 


ſucceeded (which was bad enough as far as 
it did) it would have by far outdone any of 


the Ten Perſecutions of old; their In- 


ventions were on the Rack, to ſind out 
the moſt exquiſite Tortures; and they 
would have throughly executed them, 
had not Heaven interpoſed in favor of 


the 


bie Nature, will rebel pgaitiſt- Principle; 


BEI I: RS; 4 
the Profeſſors of his true Religion, and 
no leſs to their Horror and Confuſion. 


In Two late Reigns Popery was open · 


ly profeſſed and embraced, nay, had the 


Countenance of Authority, eſpecially in 
the laſt of them; for then it had 
its full Swing; Popiſh Plots and Con- 


ſpiracies in the firſt of them was very 
common; their Miſhonaries were 'reſt- 


Teſs and impatient, they could not ſtay 
till the Prince ſhould come to the Throne, 
who ever declared himſelf of that Re- 


ligion, but muſt make Attempts againſt 


our Religion and Liberties in his Bro- 


 ther's Reign: At the Glorious Revolu- 
tion, we were delivered by the mighty 


Hand of God; for it could not be leſs 
when we conſider, that God turned the 
Hearts and Minds of thoſe who were the 


Patrons of ſuch Doctrines, as would ne- 
ceſſarily introduce the Popiſh Religion, 


and induced them almoſt to a Man to make 
a noble Stand in defence of what was moſt 
ſacred to them, and which before they 
had made a Complement of to their Prince; 
fo that we find with theſe paſſive Peo- 


and 


? 


_ they well underſtand 


. E145) 


aud I believe *twould upon a juſt Scru- 


tiny appear, that theſe Men have practiſed 
Reſiſtance oftener than thoſe, whom they 
at other times condemn; for it, when "tis 
to ſave their wery all. ITIs well known 
what Conſpiracics, Plots hund Aſſaſinations 
Were intendkd, and carrigd on (ſo far, 


as that ſome. of them juſtly ſuffered for 


them) againſt the Life of the Late Bleſſed 
King William, of Immortal and Glorious 
Memory: Here their Hopes were all bla- 
ſted, and they find by fatal Experience, 
how unwilling we are to return to Egypt, 
tho' we ſo very much talk of it; I be- 
heve *tis not that pleaſant and good Land 
ſome take it to be, tis now nothing but 
Defart and Blackneſs, a Place of Hor- 
ror and Ignorance; Popery has not been 
wanting (even in Her Majeſty's Reign) 
to carry on her Deſigus; no, we have 
Prieſts and Jeſuits almoſt in every Cor- 


ner, and now we can't but think they 
will take new Life, and be not a little 


encreaſed when the F A—— r has; 
brought over with him ſuch a Number 
of Tradeſmen of all ſorts, and no doubt 
Prieſts and Jeſuits enough; among 'em, for 
the Tricks of Trade, 
8 their 
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| their Religion being nothing elſe; what 

are their Doctrines of Tranſubſtantiation, 

| Indulgences, Praying to Saints and Ima- 
ges, and many others? but mere Juggle 

and Cheat: "Lis nothing but a Deſign to 

keep the poor Laity ignorant, to make 

them believe they can do Miracles, ec: 

and to keep up their own Authority by 

| aggrandizing the Power of their Church. 

[4 1his Gentleman will give you an Idea 

of Popery, and I hope yow'll take care 

that your Repreſentatives ſhall be ſuch, 

as will oppoſe the Growth of it, 

and who are not of Lewd, Debauch'd, 

Atheiſtical Principles themſelves, for 

I! thoſe who have no value for your Re- 

Wl tigion, will have little or none for your 

[ Liberties and Properties. | 


Iuour Repreſentatives ought to be ſuch *' 

as dare not look to, or. ſo much as think 

con, the Pretender, or have the leaſt Hopes 

of his coming amongſt us; no! they 

Il, ought to be ſuch, as will with their ut- 

Il moſt Force, Intereſt and Power, oppoſe. 

and reſiſt him, when ever he, or Pope- 

ry (which is the ſame thing) ſhall me- 
ditate a Return into theſe Nations. Will | 

Ro :.., 


& 


, e | 
vou, Gentlemen, ſurrender your Rights, or 
ſuffer others to do it for you, for which 
many of your Fathers have ſpilt their 
Blood to preſerve: What have we been 
fighting for theſe Twenty Years ? For 
my part I can't think it has been fo much 
for Empire, as pro aris & fects, our Re- 
ligion and Liberties ; for ſure *tis our 
Intereſt to defend them, when, either of 
them are invaded, eſpecially by fo ambi- 
tious and perfidious a Neighbour, as the 
F—h K—g; and depend on it whens || 
ever the Pretender ſhall come here, we 
{hall foon ſee his Gratitude to the E—h || 
K—g his Maſter, who has nurſed him |! 
from a Child, and always ſupplied him 
and his Friends with every-thing, when- 
ever they needed his Aſſiſtance. The In- 
vaſion in 1708, lets us ſee, that his Ma- 
ſter would be at the Expence of a very 
great Fleet to do him Service; and the 
continual Supplies and Allowances that 
are made him, ſhew that he is very cares. 
ful of his Intereſt; nay, who proclaimd 
kim in his own Dominions King Fames 
the Third, of England, &c. Will you 
receive an abjur'd Traitor, a convicted 
Criminal, a French Bully, one that wouid 
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have as much value for your T Nights, as 
Bis pretended Father, with on all occa- 
ſions, endeavor'd to deprive you of them; 
Pray Gentlemen conſider what the Con- 
ſequence of ſuch a thing will be. I dare 
fiy, the Britiſh Crown will never me. 
be on his Head. 


1 They ought to be Men of a civiliz? F 
| Chiarader and Converſation, ſuch as are 
no Drinkers to Exceſs, riotous Debau- 
| chees, who wont much mind the Buſi- 
neſs and arduous Affairs of the Nation, 
but will rather negle& them to profe- 
cute their own ſenſual Pleaſures and De- 
| Tights : : There ought to be nothing of 

Pride and Haughtineſs in their Natures; 
neither ſhould they be very young, un⸗ 
| Jeſs you find them to be Men of Expe- 
| rience in the World; they ſhould be 
ſuch as have had the Advantages of a 
l good and learned Education, who will 
| | be able to aſſert your Rights, and know 
the Value of them: Youth and Ignorance | 
very often meet together; I deny not 
l bar” there are ſome in your County (thoꝰ 
[| young. and but a few) who are very* 

e and nay! way qualified to re- 

. preſent 


. 21 | ; 
preſent you in Parliamerit: 4 But,” tis nas [ 
always that old Heads. grqw. on young 
eral orgy Jeu ought not o act 1g 
much from Party Intereſt, but ſhould} | 
look to the Character of the Perſon; nat 
be ſo much ſollicitous about e he- 
do for you, what Gifts and Preſents hell 
wake you, whether he'll promote tha 
Trade of your County or any particular 
Town, but whether he's able and qualig 
fed to ſerve you in the Houſe of Coma 
mons as a gobd- Member. They thould 
be. — ſenſible of — Good⸗ 
neſs of our Conſtitution, which is a li 
mixt Monarchy, the beſt Eſtabliſhment! | 
in the World, wherein the Prince has 
Power enough to make himſelf happy, 
for nothing mbre is required of him, 
than the Governing his People according | 
to the known Laws of the Land, and 
that he does not exact any thing from 
them without Law: Tis a Conſtitution ff 
that ſecures the Liberties of the Subjech 
from the Invaſions of the Prince, ange 
when he reſolves to engroſs all to him 
ſelf, it allows, his People a Power to ſe- il 
cure themſelves againſt all Encroachments| | 
whatſoever ; for an abſolute Monarchy, is l 
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not only a  Mixfortuns' to the People, 
but to the Prince too; acquaint your 
(ſelves with the Bleſſings of Liberty and 
— Miſeries of Slavery, and the neceſ- 
of redreſſing your Grievances when 
- iy are invaded. And will you not 
(endeavor, Gentlemen, to preſerve fo va- 
| [Juable a Bleſſing, that it may be handed 
down to Jateſt Poſterity? For the true 
and ſolid Happineſs of any govern'd So- 
ciety, conſiſts in the Epjoyment of their 
Rig ts, Liberties and Properties, toge- 
| [ther with the wow 1 oo their 1 
Sion. : 


i The very ingenious * lite Mr. 41. 
aiſon tells us in his Travels thro' Italy, 

chat the Inhabitants of the Republick of 
Lucca have ſuch generous Notions of 
Liberty, and are ſo captivated with its 
[Charms and Advantages, as to write in 
Great Golden Letters upon that Gate, 
by which only, Strangers enter into the 
[City, this Word LIBERTAS. They are, 
Ifays Mr. Addiſon, a People very opulent, 
2 no leſs happy in the Freedom of 
their Government, being every 2 Years 
[Pur | into different Hands; 19286 think 
one 
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one Lucqueſe is able to fight 5 Floren- 
tines, who live under the abſolute Go- 
vernment of the Grand Duke; who 
has ' often made Infringements upon 


their Liberties, and they have as often 


oppoſed him in the Preſervation of them ; 
their Notions of Liberty are not ſo chi- 
merical as ſome may think them; for 


I think no People can have Notions of 


them great enough, 


The Greatneſs of a Man's Eſtate ſhould | 


not in the leaſt influence you in the 


Choice of him. If you are aſſured, that his 
Principles and Actions don't correſpond: | 
with the Character he is to bear, as a 
Member, you ſhould not elect him; He 


ſhould be ſuch as don't ſet up an Inte. 
reſt diſtinct from Trade, for Pim ſure 
ſuch an one is no ways proper to re- 
preſent a Trading People. Trade is what 


we can't bear to hear run'd down by a 


— — - Er _— 


Set of Men, who pretend to be of the 
Landed Intereſt. 'The chief Strength of 


our Nation conſiſts in promoting our 


Trade at home, by encouraging our Ma- 
nufactures: You muſt be all ſenſible, how 
our Cloathing Trade, eſpecially in the 
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Weſtern Coulee: have FRE ed: of late, | 
we are ſtrangely addikted to F — Modes ‚˖ 
and Fafhions, as well as to their Stuffs ̃ 
and Silks, 1 wifn it don't end in a ge- 6 
neral Poverty; "Thouſands of Families 0 
were maintained and ſupplied by the Cloath- f 
ing Trade, who now can't get their | 
Bread. Many Towns in your County 6 
chiefly.” depended upon the ſaid Trade, | 
which is now entirely loſt and gone om | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
( 
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The Caſe of che Mitioh is very + Abe 
perate, and nothing teſs than Almighty 
[| God can ſave us, ſor we ſeem to be in 
imminent Dangers, the worſt of Evils 
N ſeem to hang over our Heads.“ We are 
peſter'd with a young Herd of Factious, 
Debauched and Irreligious Clergyimen, 
who know little more of the Doctrines 
of the Chriſtian Religion, thart thoſethar 
never heard of them; ſome of chem t 
preach Doctrines which have no Founda- | 
tion in Seripture, Which. is a certain fign 
they little underſtand them. For what | 
means the Doctrine of Remiſſion of Sins, | 
or that the Prieſt has an Authoritative 1 
Power to abſolve a Man from his Sins. 
Is not this Aſſertion groſs Superſtition? Is 
ſuch 
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| ſuch an Abſolution af the leaſt Efficacy for 


the Pardon of Sin? What mean the Do- 
ctrines of the propitiatory Sacrifice of the Eu- 
chariſt in the Sacrament; Of the Invalidity 
of Lay-baptiſm; whereby they teach, 
that none have Power to baptize, but 
ſuch as are Epiſcopally ordained 4 and 
conſequently, that all the foreign Prote- 
ſtant Churches are not a Part of the Chri- 
ſtlan Church, no better than Heathens being 
not entituled to the Mercy of God to ſave 
them; nay, they think the Caſe of the 
Heathens much better than theirs, be- 
cauſe the latter obſtinately reſiſt the Truth: 
how hazardous, ſay they, is the Salva- 
tion of our Diſſenters and the foreign 


Proteſtants, they doubt of it as almoſt: 


impoſſible; what, I ſay, means tlris un- 


churching Doctrine, is it the Temper, 


of their Maſter ? What means the 
Doctrines of Paſſive Obedience ' and 
Non. reſiſtance, and Indefeaſable, Un- 1 
alienable, Hereditary and Divine Right, 
and the inculcating of them ſor warmly. 
as they do, and the Condemning the Re- 
volution, which was brought about. and 


effected by the means of that Reſiſtance I! 


which they condemn :' Why do Parties. 
at preſent run fo very high? why was 
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the Occaſional Bill ſo ſuddenly paſt > why 


was it guilded with ſo ſpecious a Title? 
was it not to betray us and our Li- 


berties? Why do they fo induſtriouſly 
endeayor to blacken the late Miniſtry, and 


extol the preſent > Why has that great 
Hero the Db of M— that glo- 


rious and ſucceſsful General, been ſo abu- 


ſed and meanly treated among us of late? 


Don't ſome People endeavor to perſwade 


the World that he has cheated the Govern- 


ment of a great Sum of Money? Have 
they proved it upon him? and many others 


whom they charge with the ſame Crime z 


Can any thing be more arbitrary than this? 


A Man is no ſooner accuſed, but he is 


found guilty without hearing his Defence. 


Sic volo, fic jubeo, ſtat pro ratione Vo- 
luntas is applicable enough to the preſent 


Caſe. Have not ſome gone ſo far, parti- 
cularly Leſly, as to write for an Union 
between us and the Gallican Popiſh Chur- 


ches 2 Won't this prepare a way for our 


Reception of Popery ? They don't cry out 


that their Holy Mother, the Church, is 
in danger for nothing ; they don't ſay 


*tis in danger from the Papiſts, no, they 


think them their. very good Friends, 
tis from Schiſmaticks and Low-church-men, 
N Surely 
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Surely this can mean nothing leſs tha 

a Return to the worſt of all Religions, 
Popery; which is made up of Tyranny, 
Cruelty and Oppreſſion, the worſt of 
Evils. God preſerve our Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, our dear Libertjes, and let us al 
endeavor to ſtudy ſuch Methods as ſhall 
make for Peace, and which may termi- 
nate in the general Good of the Nation, 


and prevent the Deſigns of its malignant 
Enemies. . | 


I beſeech you, Gentlemen, lay theſe 
things near your Hearts, conſider of them 
with the greateſt Calmneſs and Im par- 
tiality, be convinced of the Neceſſity of 
Reforming your Lives and Manners, that 
God may not with-hold his Bleſſings from 

Ius, but may ſhow'r down upon us the 
beſt of earthly Bleſſings, and that we 
| | may enjoy and reap the Fruits of a good, ſe- 
. | cure, fafe and honourable Peace. For Se- 
r | curity is the very Soul of Peace. Let us en- 
t | deavor to lay aſide all Parties and Diſtin- 
s | Kions among us, and ſtudy every thing 
7 | that may make us a flouriſhing People, 
2 
5 


and an happy Nation: Let us be care- 
ful to preſerve the Proteſtant Religion, 
„ | and the Liberties of England from all Cor- 


ruption 


— 
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0 
ruption and Invafion whatſoever! - ark 
and not. before, will our Nation, be haps 


py at home, and envied abroad by thoſe 


that have Joſt their Liberties. Sweden, 
Denmark, and other Nations have loſt and 
been cheated out of their Liberties by the 
Tricks and juggles of their Clergy, who 
taught for Doctrines their ,own Com- 


3 and ſuch as I above-hinted 


They have now loſt what We glory 
in, and what we at preſent enjoy, and 


1 hope ever ſhall. 


4.0 . 


The General Method of Tha about 
Members for Parliament is, whether they 
are Whigs or Tories; the Principles of 
the former are, what every good Haglan 
man ſhould poſſeſs himſelf with. 
are Lovers of our Church and Conti? 


tution, are ready at all times, and on all, 
| occaſions, to ſacrifice their Lives: and For- 


tunes in defence of either; they are Men 


moderate in their Opinions about leſſer 


Matters in Religion, are not of a perſe- 
cuting cruel Spirit; nor are they for ana- 


themizing and damming all that diſlent 


from them; They have a Love and Va- 
. lue for the learned, ſober, religious and 
moderate 
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g moderate part of the Clergy, have 2 great 
1 Reſpect for Her Majeſty, and no Ks 
„I Reverence for Her good Bithops ; In ſhort, 
| | they are what every good Man ought to 
be. Now a Tory in many Reſpects is the 
> | verv Reverſe of him; their Value for 
- | the Clergy laſts no longer than they can 
1 | make them their Tools; in ſhort, they 
pretend to a great many things, and look 
d Jon themſelves as the Patrons of Truth 


and Juſtice, but practiſe little of either; 
they will confate a Man with Noiſe and 

t | Number, I deny not but there are ſome 
4 2004 honeſt Men amongſt the Tories, and 
believe they are wofully miſled by their 
Party, and who are not let into all their 
y. feeret Deſigns, neither would I pretend 
- | foquſtify every Whig : There are bad and 
ll | defigning Men of every Party; but you, 
- | Gefflemen, will not be deceived in your 
a | Choice ; I hope 'twill be your Care to ex- 
er ert your utmoſt Force and Strength, mi- 


e- | ſtake me not, I would not have any Man 


a- elected by Bribes and Villany ; no, if 
2t the Tories or any others do it, let them 
a- | not be a Precedent to you, | 
d , "Ack | 


. 

There are ſeveral Gentlemen now in 
the Houſe very fit to ſerve you, and de- 
ſerve your Care and Intereſt at the next 
Elections, when-ever they ſhall happen, 
whoſe Principles are true to the Eſta- 
bliſhment in Church and State, and no 


ways tainted with Deiſtical and Licen- 


tious Principles, who have Hearts and 
Courage in this Libertine Age to eſpouſe 
the Cauſe of Religion and Liberty, and 
patronize and ſcreen its Advocates and 


Juſt Abettors againſt all Gainſayers, Men 


of true Religion and Virtue, Men who 


had ſome Share in promoting the ever me- 


morable Revolution, on which glorious 
Event alone, was founded all that was, 
and is {till moſt dear and ſacred to us 


as Chriſtians, Engliſh-men or Britons : 


Twas at that nice and critical Jundure 
they exerted themſelves whereby they 1 
entailed, as twere a- new, on us and our 
Poſterity, our Civil and Religious Rights 
and Liberties, then in the utmoſt Danger. 
Thus you ſee their Country's Cauſe lay 
near upon their Hearts, their Staunchneſs 
for cur noble Britiſh Conſtitution is ag 
much to be admired, as *tis conſpicuous: 
'The madding Humor of the Age is too 

| | ſhocking 
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ſhocking to obtain their Favour, and 1 


hope *twon't yours. *Tis the Joy and 
Delight of their Friends to fee them have 


any thing of the true Blood of Engliſh- men, 


and Spirit of Moderation and Charity run- 
ning in them, and to behold them at this 
Day abide ſo nobly ſtaunch and firm to 
their Country, maugre all the horrid 
Noiſe of enſlaving Principles and faſhio- 
nable Bigottry and Fury, now fo much 


11 vogue to the contrary. 


The Power of the French King is incre- 
dibly great, for any one that will but con- 


ſider the prodigious Greatnefs of his Re- 
venues, the Richneſs and Extent of his 
Trade, the Number of his Troops both 
in Peace and War, the advantagious State 
of his naval Force, the vaſt Number, Good- 


neſs and Strength of his Fortreſſes (almoſt 


impregnable) his Victories and Conqueſts, 
I fay, if theſe things (with many more 
I could enumerate) were impartially con- 
{idered, 1t would appear, that he is ca- 
pable to cope with almoſt half the Prin- 
ces of Europe; and much more ſo, now 


his Grandſon is to be ſettled in Spain, 
and to have all the Treaſures of the Iu- 


dies, 


— 
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FM which ſupplies the Luxury and Pro- 
dige :lty of all Europe) added to him. His 


prodigious Encroachments and - Villanies 


ever ſince he came to the Throne, .ought 


to engage cvery Engliſh. man to promote 


and ſtudy the things that may render the 
Britiſh Nation fecure and ha DPY ; *tis 
alſo almoſt incredible to think, tho? true, 


what he has got by Conqueſts and Vicqto- 


_Tfes, and by Treaties. There are few So- 
vereign Princes in the World, but he has 
got ſome Advantage, Place, or Country 
from by thoſe means, which have been 
f:eh Acceſſions and Additions to his Pow-' 
er and Glory. Should we not therefore, 
as Britons, guard our ſelves againſt ſo po- 
tent an Enemy > Can we be too careful 


in- ſecuring our ſelves for the future, or 


. be too jealous of ſo perfidious a Perſon > 


How can Proteſtants deal with Papiſts, 


_ who follow and pradtiſethis grand Maxim 
in all their Aﬀtirs, That "tis lawful and 
Juſt for Catholicks to break Faith with 'He-' 


reticks? Have not this Tyrant's A@ions 


been, and Will they not be, infamous to! 
lateſt Poſterity : ? If any ching make him 
immortal, it muſt be his vite Actions. 


But notwititandins his Imtmortalization, 
6 s | the 


* 


hs 64 -& 
the Glories, the Succeſſes, the Grandure 
of his Reign, *tis to be feared he'll be the 
more miſerable hereafter ; He may be 
ſaid to have had his good things in this 
Life, and 'twould be well for him, that 
there was no ſuch thing as another Life : 
For tho' Papiſts deny Salvation to Prote- 
ſtants, yet they have more Charity, they 
believe many amongſt thera may be ſaved z 


but the Caſe of the French King, the Ty- 


rant and Oppreſſor of this Age, is very 


dangerous, deſperate and hazardous. Auſtria is | 


no way equal to him in any Reſpect, 
nay the whole Confederacy is ſcarce able 
to deal with him, But notwithſtandi 
the vaſt Expence of the War, we find 
how extravagant he has been of his Mo- 
ney in unneceilary Donations and Expences, 
witneſs his ſuinptuous Buildings, the vaſt 
Penſions he gave to his Friends and Favorites 
hoth at home and abroad, his laviſh Gifts 
to Whores and Pandors, particularly Mainte-. | 
non, for whom ſuch great things have 
been done by him in Languedoc, even 
ſo much as would have maintained his 
Fleets and Armies a great while. Who 
then is able to oppoſe and reſtrain this great 
Man > Can Auſtria do it? no. Is not the 
Power of that Houſe 8 decayed, and | 
uns 1 


E”” ( 34 ) | 
its Revenues decreaſed fince Charles Vth's 
time; they will now loſe Span and the 
| Weſt Indies, their Right hand as it were, by 
| the enſuing Peace to which they had an 
undoubted Right. How then will the Bal- 
lance of Power be kept up and maintain'd ? 
For my part Ican't reconcile the Inconſiſten- 
cy: Therefore *tis the Intereſt of Fngland 
and Holland at this tune, to get what they 
can for the Empire from France. It has been 
computed, that France maintains in full 
Peace 2ccocco Men, in War 35cooo, the 
preſent Emperor has in Pay 135cco effe- 
ctive Men, but not half of them are em- 
ployed againſt France; Auſtria's utmoſt Ef- 
forts could never exceed 2ccoco: But what. 
| Proportion is there between 200000 diſper- 
ſed throughout Europe and 35coco collected 
and kept together in the Kingdom of France. 
Where then's the extravagant and overgrown 
Power of the Houſe of Auſtria againſt whom 
| we muſt take ſuch Precautions; but tis too 
late to ſay any thing as to that matter 
now, it being very effectually prevented 
already. France can raiſe 100 Millions 
per Anmim, Spain 36, whereas Germany 
can raiſe but 40 Millions; how then 1s 
| Germany like to over-ballance France and 
| Spain, when their Revenues, and conſe- 
quently, 
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quently, the Number of their Troops, are 
ſo far ſuperior : Therefore France being 
ſo great and powerful, England can't be 
too much upon her Guard, She can ne- 
ver be too ſecure ; our Laws and Liber- 

ties won't preſerve us from ruin, when 
we are attack d by ſuch ſuperior Force, as 
we ſhall not be able to reſiſt. How ſhould 
England, Holland, Germany, an the other 
Confederates be ready at all times, upon 


every good and juſt occaſion, to help and | 


aſſiſt one another. Self-preſervation is one 
of the prime Laws of Nature, for Salus 
Populi is, and I hope will always be ſu- 
prema Lex. I thought I could not do 
better (Gentlemen) than to ſet you right | || 
in a thing of that Moment and Concern 
as this is; France can ſcarce be weaken'd, 
nor the Confederates ſtrengthned too much; 
and I hope a time will come, when they 
will really be fo. Your Repreſentatives 
ſhould know this Affair throughly; *tis 
not every one that knows when theres 
a real Ballance of Power in Europe, And | 
J hope they'll confider, when we have 
ſuch a Ballance in Europe, what Methods 
are moſt pfoper to preſerve it. I beg par- 
don of the Reader for this Digreſſion from 
my Deſign, but I hope *rwill undeceive 
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1 thoſe who think ſo favorably of the French 


4 King" s Strength and Power. | 
Ihe preſent Parliament has fate Two 


Seſſions already, and a good part of the 
ſo that 
tis not yet known how ſoon eher Par- 
i” | lament may be called, or Whether the 


| time for the third Seſſion is ſpent 


| preſent will be diſſolved or not, but when- 
ever it ſhall be called, you'll find that 


they'll not have a little Buſineſs upon their 
Hands; therefore it deſerves your ut- 


| moſt Care to ſend ſuch Men to Parlia- 
ment, as will be capable to do that Buſi- 


| neſs well. This Letter is not ſo much 
do tell you your Duty, as to remind you 
of the Greatneſs of the Concern ; and 

| ſending it you fo ſoon, i hope won't be 


ways unſealonable. 
It may be enquired by ſome, why I 


l ſhould write this Letter to the Gentle- 


men and Frecholders of Dorſeiſbire, be- 


fore the preſent Parliament is diſſolved; 
LI anſwer, that a Man can't do a more 
generous Action, than to promote the 


| Good and Welfare of his Country at all 
times, than which 1 have no other In- 
tention: 1 am ſenſible we can't be too 


| zealous and hearty in ſo good a Cauſe; 
It ſhews a noble Roman Spirit, who would 


rather 


Fx 
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Coy 
than live under Slavery and Oppreſſion, 
the vileſt and moſt miſerable Exiſtence. 


| iv the World ; *tis really better to have 


j 


none at all, than one that's fo abomina- © 
' bly baſe and ſcandalous; It betrays a 


Meaunels of Spirit, a Littleneſs of Soul, 
for brave Men to be eaſy, quiet and con- 
tent under the moſt vile and abje& Sla- 
very: I beſeech you, Gentlemen, conſi- 
der with Calmneſs of theſe things; your 
Caſe will admit of no Indifferency of Tem- 


per, you muſt ſtand or fall by. the next 


Parliament; therefore I hope this may 
help to inſpire you with a true Zeal for 


your Country's Good, you can't lay out 


\ 


your Strength and Money in a better 


Cauſe; 'twill make Poſterity ſpeak well 


of you, and mention your Names with 
Honour; the Inhabitants of Dorſerſbire 
have felt the Laſhes of a Popiſh Tyrant 


already, they were then paſſing thro” the 


fiery Tryal, but their Comfort was, that 


they fell as Martyrs, they ſuffered in the | 


moſt glorious Cauſe, I mean in the Cauſe 
of Religion and Liberty ; but how ſtrange-- 
ly alter'd and infatuated 1s this Nation - 
of late, what's more common than drink- 
ing an abjur'd Pretender's Health, a trai - 

8 Ts terous 


rather ſacrifice their Lives and Fortunes, 
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terous Outlaw > How has Her Maj jeſt y | 


| | of late been troubled with — of 


Jacobite Addreſſes from moſt parts of Her 
E Dominions, ſtuft'd withindefeaſible heredi- 
F tary Right, calling the Reſiſtance at theRevo- 


lution, Rebellion; and conſequently, the late 
and preſent Reign a ſucceſſive Uſurpation, 


and pointing to St. Germains in favor of the 
Pretender: The Dublin Addreſs ſays, that 


Revolution Principles by ſome Men are 


' propagated very induſtriouſly deſtructive 
of Religion, Loyalty and Government: 


This is publickly declaring for the Che- 
vVualier Cother ſide the Water; *tis a direct 
Invitation to him, and what s more ſtrange, 


Abel and the Gazette tell us theſe Ad- 
dreſſes are received very graciouſly, and 
the Preſenters of *em are introduced to Her 
Majeſty by My Lord O— 4, B—Il-—ke 
and others, this really gives us ſome oc- 
caſion of Suſpicion; I need not mention 
how contemptibly our good Biſhopz are uſed 
by fome Men both by ſpeaking, and wri- 


ting, how our late General is inſulted by- 
the meaneſt Tools, the proſtituted Pens of 


the Examiner and Abel; Popiſh Prieſts and 
Jeſui its that ſwarm among us, are not taken no- 
| ticeofby them, we long and wait for a Refor- 
3 men, boch of Mind and Manners ; 5 and 
1 'twere 
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were to be wiſhed, our Magiſtrates were 


more careful in the Obſervation of their 


Oaths, and more impartial and ſtudious 


to put our good Laws in Execution a- 
gainſt them : The Licentiouſneſs of the 
Age ought to be bewailed by every good 
Man more than it is. This certainly 
preſages the Nation's Ruin and Deſtru- 
ction; it paves the Way for Popery and 
the pretender, tho* a good Parliament, 
may, and I hope will, retrieve the Glory 
and Honour of the Britiſh Nation, and 
and ſave us from Ruin, 
J have endcavor'd to write this Letter 
with that becoming Zeal, which the Im- 
portance of the thing required.; and this 
can't but mention before I conclude it, 
that twere to be wiſhed due elected Mem- 
bers might have moreJuſtice done them in 
the Houſe as well as in the Field, for the 
Partiality of both is very great, and no leſs 
unjuſt, I hope this will be uſeful to others 
(tho' not of your County) who will give 
themſelves the Trouble and Coſt to read it: 
For all England will be involved in the 
General Calamity when-ever it ſhall hap- 
pen, if it be not happily prevented by the 
Unanimity and Zeal of the Electors in 
1 County, City and Borough. Let not | 


the 
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the Influence and Threats of great Men in 


is Power byaſs you in your Choice, but ſtasd 


firm and fteady to ſo good, fo juſt, and ſo 
honeſt a Cauſe; maugre all the wicked At- 
tempts and Deſigns of bad Men, who un- 
der a pretence of being the Nation's Friends 
and Preſervers, do all they can to ruin it, 
and rob us of what's moſt dear and valua- 
ble to us. I could ſay a great deal wore, 
but I hope you have not need to be in form- 
ed in a matter that fo nearly concerns you; 
I would therefore only recommend to your 
Conſideration, the Greatneſs of that Con- 
cern and Work, which muſt ſhortly lie on 
2 Hands, as I hope it does on your 
earts. I beg you, Gentlemen, to acquit 
your ſelves herein like free-born Engliſh- 
men, and as every good Briton ought to 
do: And then your Care and Pains will be 
fully anſwered and recompenſed; for cer- 
tainly the Enjoyment and Preſervation of 
your Legal Rights, Liberties and Fortunes, 
together with that moſt ineſtimable Jewel 
the Proteſtant Religion, to lateſt Poſterity, 
will fully do it. Which that we may be 
able to do, is the earneſt Deſire, and ſhall 
be the utmoſt Endeavor of, 


Gentlemen, Your moſt Obedient Seroant and Couniry-manz 
and a Lover of our Conſtitution in Church and State, 


&. C. 
INI S. 0 
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